	By Mike Larubina (Mlarubina) on Wednesday, January 21, 2004 - 08:54 pm:  Edit


just got done installing David Kirk points saver works great tractor fires right off 12 degrees weather.easy to install, instructions good clear,just need to buy more to  install in all my tractors.THANK YOU DAVE. [image: image1.png]©¥8Q




Dave installed it tonight this thing is the best. real easy to install hope you do well with these. I know i want more thank you.this looks like you made it very well. i seen some bad products out there you can tell this is made well.thanks again     Mike

Dave,
         I had two separate starts at 20 below zero.  One was at 22
below, if my outdoor thermometer is that accurate.  She started both
times hard but, better then I thought she would. 

   I truly believe your PointsSaver helps at these temps with the
hotter spark.  I know how hard it was to get her started last year at
only 5 below or so.  I even remember wedging my lead light against the
oil pan all night to help her out...

Later, Mike....

	By Mike Bleznyk (Mbleznyk) on Saturday, January 31, 2004 - 04:06 pm:  Edit


Hey guys, 
Most of you that are regulars here know of Dave Kirk and the excellent detailed work he does. I admire his attention to detail and respect his mechanical knowledge. Dave and I have discussed several topics over the past couple years through e mail. I was the first to buy a couple of his custom/modified breather covers. Which without a doubt keeps my cubs cleaner, longer.. 
I live in the north east and winter temps can go to minus 35 degrees below zero here. When Dave explained his latest project the PointsSaver to me I told him I wanted one. He asked if I would field test a proto type unit for cold weather durability and performance. 
After daily morning and evening starts @ sub zero weather and several starts at -20 to -25 below zero. I can honestly say that Daves 
PointsSaver which produces a hotter spark improved the starting ability of my 149. 
Points had been a large problem in Ign. systems for years. That's why the automotive industry turned to electronic ign. Converting your Kohler K series to solid state ign. is expensive and requires partial disassembly of the motor. Daves PointsSaver will provide basically the same results for far less money and is very simple to install. Dave has come up with two great products for our cubs. Give them a try you won't be disappointed.. 
ASE Master Auto/HD Truck Tech.. 


	By Mike Larubina (Mlarubina) on Saturday, January 31, 2004 - 04:24 pm:  Edit


MIKE B i do have one of dave points savers and love it, tractor runs better has more power and starts a hole lot easy. i just ordered two more for my other units.would recommend it to every one.it is by the best impovment i have done to my tractor.

	By Mike Bleznyk (Mbleznyk) on Saturday, January 31, 2004 - 07:44 pm:  Edit


Mike L. Glad to see others are aware of the great benefits of Daves PointsSaver. I like the LED feature that allows you to use the static method of setting the points. A feeler gauge is just that, a feel and everybodys is different. Even a timing light is not 100% accurate on these K series. The static method is. 
Mike, try one of Daves breather/valve covers. You won't have that dirty, oily mess any more least not on the carb side... It makes a huge differance especially if your motor is tired. later....

WOW.  That's about all I have to say, the general demeanor of the engine just seems to be more precise, it doesn't seem to stumble when it starts up like before, it immediately picks up and goes.  At high idle the engine used to miss every so often and that'd send the governor searching for speed again, it doesn't do that now.  The small size allows for discrete mounting, all the wires are of adequate length for any foreseen installation.  End of story; I'm building a special tractor with a warmed up engine, there's no question I'll buy a unit for that tractor.
 

Six hours are on the unit, this includes the 20 minutes I warmed the engine up for head bolt re-torquing.  If you look at the video linked on the forum, to me it just sounds different, just more crisp…As of right now, timing is set at 23 degrees, new Autolite 216 plug is installed and indexed, new head gasket was installed.  No issues with startups, hesitation, misfiring.  General running is excellent and strong.

Wyatt Compton

Hi Dave,

Just put the pointssavers in my Wheel Horse 414-8 that was hard to start before. I did as the instructions said new plug and points and made sure the choke closed all the way then started it up. Boy what a difference, it started with no problem and purred like a kitten. If there work like that on my Cubs then believe that is the way to go on all the Kohler engines….

Thanks again,

Wally 

	By Jim Melicharek (Jmelicharek) on Tuesday, February 17, 2004 - 06:11 pm:  Edit


Have to join everyone else and say what a great thing the PointsSaver Dave has is - just finished putting it on one of my 123's and a world of difference. Have to also consider I still keep reading mechanics and engines for Dummies. 

The points saver I received from you has been installed on my John Deere 214
with 14 horsepower Kohler engine.  Starts much quicker and runs much
smoother and throttle response is much crisper.  Took only 30 minutes to
install.  Very satisfied with results.  Let me know if you get a tachometer
module available.  Roger

Hello David,
I would like to Thank You for your electronic ignition. It really works well I just got done installing it and tuning up my tractor. The tractor runs 10 times better and starts allot easier. I was looking at your breather set up I was wondering it would work on my 10 Hp engine. If it will fit I would like to order one.
 

Thank You
Mark

Dave,
 
Got it installed last Saturday.  As advertised, not difficult.  I managed a temporary bracket and will eventually find a correct size chunk of metal for the job.  As I don’t like to add holes, this mounting lets you use existing holes and see the LED on the points side of the engine (with the covers off).
 
I did manage to install new points as the existing ones were notably burnt.  
It ran very well after the transplant and as the name implies, it will protect the new points from wearing out and timing correct. 
This is a great idea and the next best thing this side of true electronic ignition.
 
Haven’t had much run time yet, but will let you know of any observations…
 
Thanks again!!
 
Chris

David, I wish I could give you a testimonial on the 2 units I bought a couple of weeks ago, I bought 2, 1 for me, and 1 for Dad... 
He put his on his 147 and liked it so well, he put mine on his 124 !! 

I guess I need to buy ME a couple.

Larry Atherton
I liked the first Point-Saver very well and recieved the 2nd one I bought yesterday.

Tim Wheaton

You all may have read my post about me installing my PointSaver in a such a location so as to cause a piece of vibrating metal to cut the insulation on the wires of the module and causing it to fail. Dave Kirk also read it and emailed me to say it was warranted for a year against failure whether owner induced or not and he is sending me a replacement free of charge. WOW, that is really great. Just had to let everyone know the integrity of the product and its seller.

Tim Wheaton

David
 

Just wanted to let you know that I am mowing steadly with the 1450 and the point saver, temperatures are running 104 to 106 almost every day and the point saver hasn't missed a lick.
 

I think the position I placed them on the gas tank bracket was a good one.
 

Just thought you might like an update from sunny AZ.
 

Richard

The pull went fine in spite of the wet conditions.  It was a great weekend for my family, 2 firsts, 2 seconds!  

The point saver was everything I could have ever hoped it would be and more.  I am seeing a smoother running engine at higher rpms now.  Power seems real good as a result too.  Very happy with it! 

Jim Diederich 

Dear Mr. Kirk,

Sorry about the delay writing to you to let you know how I made out with
the PointsSaver I had ordered.

It was installed a few days after arriving. I used the static timing
feature to get the timing set and it started right up. I checked the
timing after the engine was running and warmed up and did not have to
make much adjustment after that. Wiring was straight forward and
instructions were fine. I am happy with the product. Thank you!

Regards,
Bob Pellerin
	Posted on Tuesday, October 26, 2004 - 7:10 pm:   
	






Jack you asked if any one here is using the points saver? I have one on my 214 and I think it works great. I did not put it on for performance reasons but for reliability. If you have ever changed points on a 200 series you will understand why you do not to do this real often. Things I have noticed are 1) The tractor starts much faster especially after it sits for a long time. 2) Throttle response seems crisper. 3) You do not have to use the condenser (capacitor in JD terms), which to me was always the weak part of the Kohler ignition system. 4) I have seen no ill effects and it has been on the tractor for 10 months at this point. 5) Installation was easy. just follow the directions that come with it. I plan on ordering one for my points ignition Tecumseh powered 112 in the near future so I guess I am a repeat customer. Roger

Hi Dave,

The now installed "Ultimate" ignition system has this old motorhead smiling. The Kohler has never felt so "right"!
I'm very impressed with your product and would recommend it to anyone. It definately has a "wow" factor. :-) 
I took the time to clean ALL of the grounds on the tractor as well as charge the battery and clean its terminals.  The 
new points were cleaned as per instructions. I put in a new spark plug and wire, set the timing mark to the center
of the hole, set the timing with your cool built in static l.e.d.and started her. That's when the "wow"factor came in.
The motor has never run so smooth and so strong.  

I wasn't shy about mounting the "Ultimate" module where I could see the the l.e.d. working but it will get mounted
in the same holes on the inside of the cover panel when I get the right mounting hardware. 
Then again, this working Cub never gets wet anyhow and being a computer person who likes to see 
things blinking (working .. LOL) I might just keep it there. :-D 

Thanks for the extra long wires and connectors. Although I'm going to custom fit the wires for length, 
your product covers most options for mounting.

Thanks again Mr. Kirk.........  my Kohler has been beamed up.

Richard Tunison

Dave…As soon as I installed the Pointsaver I noticed a difference. It really helps out in cold starting as I use the tractor at my Northern Michigan cabin for snow removal. My 149 is a wideframe with battery under the seat, I will send a check for the battery tray.

Thanks again, and keep those great products coming!

 

Paul

hello dave. just a note to let you know that we had a big three day pull the last weekend af january and the four tractors that i put your point savers did well. one we could not get finished in time and the other three got four firsts , four seconds, and three thirds . we pulled in two classes three days, and i was very happy with the point savers. one tractor died during the pull and back in the pits looking at the led light it was easy to tell we had a points problem, new points, reset the timing and won the next class.
 thank you for an excellent product and i hope to be able to sell some.
willie

Hello, David I received the modules and have one installed. I can already tell the engine starts better when it is cold.

Thanks a lot, Robert

 

DAVE,

 

I JUST WANTED TO LET YOU KNOW THAT I AM VERY PLEASED WITH YOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE AND PRODUCTS. THERE IS A NOTICEABLE DIFFERENCE IN MY ENGINES PERFORMANCE.

 

THANKS.

KEN

I OWN TWO OTHER KOHLER ENGINES THAT I INTEND TO UPGRADE WITH YOUR PRODUCTS IN THE FUTURE. 

good evening dave, 

well the points savers that i got from you have been working perfectly, so far we have had a great pulling season and of the four tractors that i put them on we have had no ignition problems what so ever.

i need to order 3 more with coils, will you please send me your address. will you accept my personal check? i am not in a rush, so i do not mind if you hold shipping until check clears.

also do you have any decals for you products? would love to put a sticker on tractor

thank you    willie

Hi Dave,

David, Thank you!!!!!!!! The point saver arrived today. I was so excited! But before I could get outside to put it on, the rain came, and at the moment I don't have a shop. The 420 is under a carport right now and the point saver is installed. The 420 is alive again!!!! I have to go back to work wed. for at least a week. When I return I will replace the points and plugs and give it a field test. Your instructions are very easy to understand. And I really liked the trouble shooting guide. The first time I tried it, there was no spark. I cleaned the points, checked spark plugs and gap, and finally got a weak spark. After cleaning the points again with sandpaper, the spark was enough to start it. It now starts easily. I'll let you know how it runs after a tune up. Thanks again….

…Just a quick note to tell you I installed new points and plugs on my JD 420. It started immediately. And has ever since. I've been waiting on weather and time to try it out. Well, I just got back from cutting a 1.07 acre lot. The grass was tall, thick and still a little wet from the dew. The Onan never missed a beat!!!!!!!! I shut it off while I loaded my other tractor. When I got ready to load the 420, it fired right off, and it idled right on the trailer without hesitation. Thank you very much. I will put a point saver on any future project with points. $28.50 saved this Onan from an early execution! I guess that makes you a lifesaver. LOL. 

 

                                             Thanks again!

                                              Buddy Clayton

Hi David,

We are pretty much in a drought down here so I haven't had much of a chance to mow yet. I went out and rode it around the yard for about 20 minutes and it runs better than it ever did before. I must have never had the timing right. My timing light must be junk.
It starts easier and runs smoother than ever.
I'm pretty happy with my purchase.

Thanks,
Tim Stroud

David:

I would like for you to give me a cost on shipping four (4) point
savers to Brownsburg, Indiana (46112). I have consumed all five (5) of the
previous units that I have installed on my or my friends tractors with
outstanding results. Thank you for your help.

Thank you,
 
Brad
 
Bradley A. Beeson
Manufacture Engineer (Welding)
Mgr. of EB Weld Services
C.F. Roark Welding & Engineering Co., Inc

Hey David,


Thanks for the quick response. Because of your suggestion on how to 
check the PointSaver off the engine, I found the fault (MINE!). Your 
PointSaver is now working just like it always did. You have a great 
product.

Randy Wolfe

Hey David,
 

I purchased your Ultimate Point Saver. The module and Bosch coil. Just got through installing it. Took about 15 minutes (not including mounting the potted module).
That is the greatest thing I have seen in a long time. Works great and is affordable. Thanks for marketing it. I will be buying another as soon as I get my next K301 together. 
I have two John Deere 212's I am restoring that have the K301 12HP engine in them.
I mounted the new coil on top of the engine to the lifting tab. The blue coil looks way cool under that hood.

The module is mounted just behind the throttle on the left side dash panel. I was going to mount it so the LED fit into a drilled hole and was visible from the dash but after thinking about it I though it would rive me crazy seeing that flashing light all the time.
One advantage to seeing the LED is one day the engine died and it wouldn't start again. I didn't know it but the PTO lever has a safety switch on it that kills the ignition only, not the starting circuit. So you can crank all day long and the engine isn't going to start (if you are not sitting on the seat which has a switch also and overrides the PTO safety). I wasn't sitting. I happened to bump the PTO lever and she started right up. That's how I learned about this. It should disable the starter also. Anyway long story short, with the LED you would notice it wasn't flashing if this happened. I tested it and the LED will not flash if you are not sitting and the PTO safety is activated.
 

Thanks again for a fine product.
 

John O'Donnell
Ingleside, Illinois.
Well, here's a follow-up to my 1977 210 ignition problems. After going through the normal troubleshooting procedures and hoping it was nothing really weird like Ernie's shorted stator. I eliminated the key switch, points, condenser, wiring, faulty grounds, and safety switches, I came to the conclusion that it had to be a bad coil. Rather than just get another coil I decided to go for the Electronic PointSaver System, which I read about in this forum. It comes with a Bosch Blue coil and a PointSaver module. (both available separately) I R&R the coil, installed the PointSaver module, turned the key and it fired right up. Whew! Now I shouldn't ever have to worry about changing points again and the PointSaver eliminates the need for a condenser. 

If anyone is interested in PointSaver info: 

http://www.kirkengines.com/ 

Thanks for everyone's help, 

Paul
	

	Kraig McConaughey (kraig)
Member
Username: kraig

Somerset, WI - St. Croix River Valley 

Post Number: 606
Registered: 9-2002

	Posted on Wednesday, December 20, 2006 - 11:05 am:   



 HYPERLINK "http://ihregistry.com/forum/messages/2/2.html?1166673457" \l "#" 
[image: image4.png]






My Original had a set of those "mismatched" rims on it when I got it. 

Craig C., I know that my Original came from you, if you would like that early style rim back for one of your low S/N Originals let me know and perhaps we can do a trade next time we get together. 

Richard L., I was just at David Kirk's place this past Saturday. I got a chance to look at his various products, all first class stuff. He offered a chance for me to test drive his "Killer Kohler" 1250 but time did not allow. I'll be making another trip out to visit him some time this spring or summer so I hope to get a chance then to take him up on that offer. David is a true gentleman, great to do business with.

	Richard Lueders (rlueders)
Member
Username: rlueders

Almonte Ontario 

Post Number: 15
Registered: 6-2006

	Posted on Wednesday, December 20, 2006 - 8:55 am:   
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I just received my Super Steering upgrade kit from Kirk Engines and wanted to say that Dave Kirk is great to deal with. He treated my $9 order as if it were a $90 order. I had sent too much money for shipping and told him not to worry about it, yet he sent back a $1 coin. 
I installed the kit last night and it works great. Steering is very much improved. 
I would do business with Kirk Engines again. 

Richard Lueders


Your Dual Point Saver arrived yesterday in good shape.  I installed it in my Fairmont MT-14-L railcar in about an hour and a half with no problems at all.  It's too early to tell about on-the-rail performance, but the engine is definitely running more smoothly, resulting I think from more even firing from the two separate coils as well as the somewhat hotter spark. I was able to adjust the idle speed a bit lower and still get positive throttle response. It's a real pleasure to hear it tick around so smoothly.
 

Thanks for a nice product,
John Witt 
Dave,

I just got back from a day of running the speeder to support the Dayton,
WA, depot restoration group.  Several of the other operators remarked at
how smooth and even the idle was.  The engine now pulls well right into 
the full throttle range where it stumbled before and hot starting is 
nearly instantaneous.  Very pleased with the performance.  I think 
you'll be hearing more from the speeder folk.

Regards,

John Witt

Dave,
Thanks for the help and suggestions.  The point saver checked out ok and was not the problem.  It turned out to be a loose connection in the ignition circuit at the ammeter.  My cub has never run better than it has since I installed the point saver and bosch coil.  Thanks for offering these nice products.
~Shane
	By Dennis Frisk (Dfrisk) on Monday, June 11, 2007 - 10:17 am:


Got a bit more seat time on the 72 Saturday night. This new engine is AWESOME! The ACR works better than ANY Kohler I've ever had....Starter rolls it over so easy and it starts on the first compression stroke. Dave Kirk's PointsSaver has something to do with that I bet....Hotter spark! Even with the engine loaded with the mower & lawn vacuum with the cart FULL of packed-in grass clippings the engine still had plenty of power for pulling hills & turns and just jumped up in RPM as the load increased when I gave the engine more throttle. 
Oh...And anyone building up a large displacement Kohler engine....Definitely spend the $$$$ to have it balanced! Dave Kirk did a GREAT job balancing this engine. It doesn't vibrate near as much as the K241 that it replaced. It's not as smooth as the ONAN in the 982 but it's VERY close! Son & I want to build up the K241 similar to this K321. But maybe not quite as much cam.

Hello David,

You may not remember me. I bought a point saver from you quite a while back to put on my hot rodded K301 in a 1977 JD 312.  Recently I finally got around to installing it, and boy couldn't believe the difference it made in starting!!!  I've only about 36 hours or so on the tractor since the rebuild and while the original points were far from bad, put a new set on.  Of course you're aware of the nature of the point gap for the timing. It was becoming a bit cantankerous! After getting a new set of points and a place to mount the PS could NOT believe the difference!  You'll probably be hearing from my brother (David) for his 316 real soon.
Darwin Merryfield 
Hi Dave, all I can say is this pointsaver addition to my JD 110 10 HP is unreal.  I mow with tons of power and the starting is quick and idles so smooth I'm still amazed everytime I use the tractor.  It's everything you said it would be.  Much appreciated and thanks for the care in your emails. 

 

Paul

	By Richard Tunison (Rtunison) on Tuesday, July 10, 2007 - 03:56 pm:


Today was the day for the 129's annual major tune up and hydro fluid/filter changing and I wanted to relate some observations. 
First is I just love these little tractors!! 
Second, The PointSaver and coil from David Kirk is a must have component for these Kohlers in my opinion to eliminate some problems inherent with these motors and enhance performance and ease of service. 
I purchased and installed his kit 3 yrs. ago and when I pulled the points cover to adjust the timing which did need tweeked, the points look like brand new.... shiney even. Follow the instructions that come with the Pointsaver to set your timing darn close with the LED, even with worn parts. I checked my work with a timing light and the sp mark was almost dead center… 


I finally installed your system on an 20hp Onan CCKB engine, on an Allis Chalmers tractor. It worked perfectly and it runs better than it ever has. The original ignition system was always poor. This is just what I have been looking for. Thanks again… 

                                                                                                      Andy Skiba
David,

Recently I bought your two cylinder ignition kit for an old Onan generator in my motor home.  Installation was straight forward and it ran well.  This past weekend I put the generator to extensive use while living in the motor home for three days and the generator ran flawlessly!  
 

With the original setup, surging had been the worst problem with the generator occasionally surging to a stop.  Now I've been able to return the fuel richness to the correct level (a rich mixture reduced the surging problem apparently because it's easier to spark in a rich atmosphere).  The biggest test for surging is using the air conditioning.  Right now when the A/C compressor there is still about 3 or 4 cycles of surging before it dampens out and this seems a reasonable response to a big increase in load.
 

I'm very pleased with the new ignition and the generator's improved performance.
 

John Rickard
Hi Dave

I received your parts last Thursday and installed them yesterday in my unheated garage with the temps around 25 degrees. Despite the cold hands everything went well. Your setup is so much better than the electronic ignition. When you said to expect a blue spark you were not kidding! My Power King tractor never ran this good. Thanks for a great product.

Bill Copeland
David,
I am already a customer.  I bought your electronic Point-Saver and it works great!

At first I had a little trouble setting it because of my limited knowledge of engines

and their timing marks.  My neighbor is a mechanic and he showed me how to

adjust your Point-Saver.  After it was adjusted, it worked great and still does to this day.  I attached a copy of the new engine I installed.  My cub cadet was made in 1968 and cuts 3 acres every week during the summer.  With the help of your Point-Saver, I am sure to get many more years of service from it.

 

John 
Hi there, this is Darrin Quinter, my dad just bought a twin set up PointSaver for my daughters pulling tractor. We have run these in the past and love them. I think we got our first one about 7 years ago and still have it and it works great. I am grateful to you for your service and quick response and replacement when we were having problems with the one that wasn't working properly. Thanks to you we have it up and running and kicking butt. I attached a picture of her and her tractor, she is very proud of it as she is 2007 Track Champion. Without the PointSaver she couldn't get half way down the track without burning a condenser. I hope it is ok that I am pushing your product in many pulling and other tractor news groups to people who have any type of ignition problems. There seem to be many people asking lots of questions and seem very interested so I hope It sends you some orders your way.
 

Thanks again
Darrin Quinter

David,

    I just wanted to say thanks, I installed the dual ultimate ignition 
on my old Kohler generator and that thing hasn't run this smooth as long 
as I've owned it. Before installing this I had bought new points, 
condenser, carb kit, and spark plugs then set the timing and none of it 
helped. After installing your set up it starts easy and runs without 
coughing and sputtering. Excellent product, excellent price and 
excellent customer service.

Wes.
Dave, I got the new bosch coil and pointsaver installed this weekend.  They are working great!!!  My John Deere 214 didn't run bad at all prior to the installation of these parts, but I was concerned about cold starting as this will be my first winter with this tractor.  With these new parts I can idle the tractor at a much slower speed without stalling than I could before and it runs smoother at higher RPMs.  The quality of these parts is second to none.  I was really impressed and glad I was buying something made in the midwest.  Thanks again and best of luck.

Steve Lohrer
Testimonial: Point saver on CC149 last year, never got cold enough to put it to the ultimate test. Last Friday morning it was 15 deg, no problems starting. In the warmer weather the 149 would start as soon as I took the key out of my pocket. Truth is stranger than fact.

Thank you, Dan B.

David;

To follow-up – your product is awesome, thank you! The installation was very easy and trouble free.

I noticed improved starting right away and it runs smoother than before.

I gapped the plugs for .025 (I was wrong before… 025 is what the manual calls for), and ran on gasoline. Then I gapped them for .018 and ran on propane. 

Oddly enough, the coil itself runs much cooler than before. Any thoughts on that?

Great product. I have informed several folks at the Onan forum on http://www.smokstak.com.

Please continue to make the PointSaver, I am need more in the future…LOL

Bob LeClair
I.T. Quality Assurance Analyst
Hi Dave,
 
Just wanted to say thank you for the great products you supplied.
 
The 317 fired right up faster than I can ever recall.  To think I've wasted all these years fighting with it and getting angry when it wouldn't start.  I can finally start to restore the tractor now that I know it'll run.
 
I even posted about your kit on MTF...   http://www.mytractorforum.com/showthread.php?t=113350  if you want to take a look.
 
I can't thank you enough!
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason

David.

I installed my second PointSaver on my sons Cub 14hp Kohler stock altered pulling tractor. I run the larger Chevy points. Amazing; we ran it on the dyno along with using an older sun 4 cycle ignition tester the spark was much hotter and the ignition firing was a lot faster. The overall throttle response has improved drastically, especially above 3500 rpm. Is your tachometer available yet? Please let me know the cost plus shipping.

Thanks.

Matt Tedone

